
    John McDonnell MP 

Member of Parliament for Hayes & Harlington 

 

Dear Friend,  

I hope you and your family are well. 

Welcome to my latest newsletter. It has been an intense month in Parliament and of 
course as a team we’ve been working hard in the constituency.  
 
Just as reminder, if you or anyone you know has any issue of concern that you wish 
me to assist with, then please don’t hesitate to email me on 
mcdonnellj@parliament.uk or lowderh@parliament.uk and we will do all we can to 
assist or advice you. 

Statement on Gaza / Israel 

I was as shocked as you all at the appalling Hamas attack on Israelis on October 7th 

and condemned this. 

Since then, I have been distressed at the attack by the Israeli Defence Force on 

Gaza with the killing of 18,000 Palestinians, including 7000 children. 

In my view this attack is equally a war crime. 

This week I met with a surgeon who had come back from operating in the hospitals 

in Gaza. He risked his life continuing to work in the hospitals even when they came 

under attack and fellow doctors and health worker were being killed. 

His description of the suffering by children maimed by Israeli bombs, many of whom 

had lost their parents and families moved me to tears. 

Of course, I have also expressed my deep anxiety for the hostages being held and 

have called for their release. I also met this week young Jewish Israelis and 

Palestinians who are campaigning courageously for a ceasefire and a peace process 

to be started.  

In solidarity with all those seeking a ceasefire I have attended and spoken at the 

local and national demonstrations and in Parliament to call for a permanent 

ceasefire. 

When I have marched, I have had alongside me a Palestinian and a Jewish person 

united in the call for peace. 

Rest assured I will continue to do all I can to bring about a ceasefire and a just and 

lasting peace. 
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 Just a Flavour of the Volume and Types of Local Constituency Casework 

Below is a chart that shows the breakdown of casework my team and I have 
actioned between June and December 2023 and gives you a flavour of the work our 
team deals with. 

In addition to casework, I received a large number of emails from constituents raising 
their concerns about policy positions and campaigns.  

 

 

 

Local Visits and Meetings 
 
I continue to meet with constituents, local community groups and statutory agencies. 
This is helpful by way of updates, sharing information and assessing how we can all 
work together 
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Harlington Hospice Board Meeting 
 
As a Trustee of Harlington Hospice, I attend regular board meetings to discuss the 
future role and activities at the Hospice. 
 
Carers Group 
 
Unpaid carers provide support to family members who are often in desperate need 
as a result of disability or chronic illness. They are awarded a pittance in Carers 
Support Allowance and many face real hardship. To give carers a voice in Labour’s 
policy making I have brought together a group of carers who are Labour members 
and supporters to form the Labour Carers Group. Please let me know if you would  
like to join this group.  

 

 

 

Hayes Canal Partnership 
 
I continue to work with the local Canal Partnership that I helped to found. We have 
been focussing on improvements to the towpaths, securing residential moorings in 
Hayes town centre and ensuring developments along the canal in Hayes and West 
Drayton open up the canal to local residents and improve the overall environment.  
 
Cranford Park 

I am the Chair of the Friends of Cranford Park. We are a group of residents who 
came together to see how the park could be regenerated, what activities could be 
arranged and to look at the protection of the historical artifacts on site.  

This is such an exciting and invaluable project. Here is the website link should you 
want more information about our meetings and events. www.cranfordparkfriends.org 

Harmondsworth Barn 
 
As part of the Open House weekend, I visited Harmondsworth Barn 
Volunteers also arranged a family fun day for the community and its annual 

Christmas Market.  

 

 

Macmillan coffee morning 

I attended the Macmillan coffee mornings 

at Botwell Oasis Centre and at Hayes 

Muslim Centre. Thank you to the 

volunteers who raised much needed 

funds for this charity 

 

http://www.cranfordparkfriends.org/


Harmondsworth Moor  

I convened a follow up meeting with Heathrow Ltd and local residents to discuss the 
maintenance and environmental issues on the moor and how we can work together 
to improve the area. 
 
Harlington Residents Meeting 
 
To tackle a wide range of ongoing problems in the village I am meeting with 
residents, councillors and police officers to get on top of these issues. 

Friends of the Earth Stall 

Hillingdon Friends of the Earth held a community event in Hayes Town “United for 

Warm Homes” Estimates suggest that at least 5 million households are facing fuel 

poverty in 2023. People are struggling to heat their homes, put food on the table, or 

afford basic essentials. On top of this, homes in the UK are the leakiest in Western 

Europe, wasting valuable warmth and energy as well as contributing to climate 

emissions. The United for Warm Homes campaign has solutions, such as urgently 

rolling out a rapid, street-by-street insulation programme. Friends of the Earth want 

MPs to listen to their demands and commit to them ahead of the next general 

election. 

 

Quba Mosque 
 
I attended and spoke at the Employment Fair organised to provide young people 
opportunities to discuss their future careers with a wide range of public and private 
sector employers. It was packed with interested youngsters. 
 
 



Yiewsley and Hayes Mosques 
 
I attended Friday prayers at both Hayes and Yiewsley Mosques to confirm my stance 
and what I am doing with regard to the Israeli / Palestinian situation. 
 
Hayes Muslim Centre 
 
The Hayes Muslim Centre hosted an open day and exhibition about Jesus. 
It was dedicated to understanding his life and teachings and how he is revered in 
Islam as a Prophet, the Messiah, and the Son of Mary. 
The Hayes Muslim Centre is committed to fostering interfaith dialogue and 
understanding. The event provided a unique opportunity for people of all faiths to 
come together and explore the profound narrative of Jesus as presented in the 
Qur’an. 
 
Hayes Muslim Centre Winter Coffee Mornings 

 

 
 
Hayes Town Chapel – Stop for Coffee 
 
Hayes Town Chapel hold a coffee morning every Wednesday from 10am – 12pm 
This is open to everyone to have a cuppa, have a chat, play a game, there is 
crafting, and you can hear the thought of the day. All are welcome. Here is the link to 
their programme of activities. hayestownchapel.org.uk/index.php  
 
 

 
 

Thank you to all of the local 

community members who came 

along to my Christmas coffee 

morning and donated huge piles of 

food for our local food banks. All of 

the donations have been split 

between all four food banks in 

Hayes and West Drayton. It just 

demonstrates once again what a 

great sense of community we have. 

Hope everyone enjoyed the mulled 

wine too! 

 

https://www.hayestownchapel.org.uk/index.php


Peace Stall 
 
In this period of conflict, it was important to provide an opportunity for the local 
community to come together to unite for peace at a stall in Hayes Town Centre.  
 
Navnat 

I was pleased to attend and speak at the 50th Anniversary celebrations at the Navnat 

centre in Hayes, which always provides a wonderful welcome to visitors and the local 

community. 

 

 

Gurkha Nepalese Association 

I attended the wonderful celebration of Dashain, the symbol of good over evil. We 

could certainly do with that at the moment! 

.  

 

 
 
 



Hillingdon Tennis Partnership 
 
I have promoted the establishment of a partnership for expanding tennis provision in 
our area, working with the council and Lawn Tennis Association. This has included 
supporting local clubs like Dr Triplett Tennis Centre and the refurbishment of the 
local park courts.  
 
 
Hayes Cricket Club 
 
I am the patron of Hayes Cricket Club which as a result of the hard work of 
volunteers is going from strength to strength. I attended the AGM to offer my 
continuing support. 
 

 
 
 
 
Hewens College 
 
I was so pleased to be invited to talk and have a Q and A session with pupils at the 
college. The students were well informed, and the questioning was highly topical. 
I also visited them to present awards to their students. 
 
Grange Park School 
 
I spoke to the school assembly. This is a remarkable school with a team of highly 
dedicated teachers providing the children with the best start in life. I met with the 
group working on improving the local environment and to the whole assembly about 
the pupils’ discussion about leadership. 
 
Grinning Mann Becks Theatre - Extraordinary dress rehearsal! 

Well done to Praxis students at Uxbridge College for the exhilarating performance of 

the musical “The Grinning Man”. To get through mutilation, hangings, drownings, 

incest and death caused by swallowing a pigs trotter and to make it raucously funny 

and wonderfully entertaining, was immense! I am the patron of Praxis and I am so 

proud of the group. They have now won a gold prize in a national awards ceremony 

for such a professional and dedicated educational team. 

Remembrance Sunday 
 
I attended the procession, annual Remembrance Service and wreath laying at St 
Mary’s and went on to join tew Gurkha ceremony at West Drayton cemetery where 
the Gurkha memorial is located. 
 
I was pleased to attend and speak at the Ahmadiyya Muslin Centre’s launch of its 
Poppy Appeal weeks earlier.  
 
 

Thank you to Hayes Hawks BMX club for 

giving me the honour of presenting the medals 

to the riders today, who have participated in 

racing series. Thank you to all the parents and 

volunteers, who have made the club such a 

success & given our youngsters such sporting 

opportunities. 

 



 

 
 
 
Ricky Reel 
 
I attended and spoke at the annual lecture which is part of our ongoing campaign to 
secure justice for the Reel family. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillingdon Play Association Winterfest 

Wonderful to be part of the Hillingdon Play Association’s Winterfest. Queues of 

children coming to see Father Christmas and receive a lovely gift. All thanks to the 

dedication and hard work of the marvellous Valerie Mohammadi and her team who 

work tirelessly all year round for the families in our community. Huge thanks to 

Donna from Hasbro and her volunteers who continuously support HPA and make the 

Winterfest a lovely event  

 

                         Christmas Fetes and Markets                  

It was a wonderful weekend of visits to St Marys, Hayes, Botwell, St Edmunds 

and Harmondsworth Barn. True Christmas spirit.  

Well done and thank you to all of our terrific community volunteers.  

The Southlands Art Centre Christmas market was terrific and was so busy. The 

centre now has a cafe that serves a wide range of delicious food and teas and 

coffees. Really successful community facility thanks to the amazing volunteer 

team.  

 

 



 

 
Meetings. Briefings and Events I have Attended 

 
It’s important that as your local MP I try and keep well briefed on this issues that 
impact upon our community. 
 
This gives you some idea of how I do this through meetings and briefing sessions 
that I organise or attend addressing local, national and international issues. 
 
Parliamentary Groups 

Trade Union Groups I regularly attend the following Parliamentary groups, Unite. 

Unison, PCS, FBU, National Union of Journalists, Bakers Unions and the Justice 

Unions POA, NAPO. I also receive regular briefings from USDAW, GMB and Equity 

and liaise with them on campaigning. 

 

Clean Air in our Communities  

I attended a film viewing, which 

shows the importance of clean 

air from GPs from across the 

country as well as the 

community dialogue happening 

in Whalley Range, Manchester. 

Watch https://t.co/xzO9TCxoLE 

#cleantheair 

https://t.co/XsL5lXMv9o 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/O1BLCJy3mcq41Xo5UV-m5z?domain=t.co
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Poverty Strategy Commission 

I attended the launch of the Poverty Strategy Commissions interim report as I am 

campaigning for a clear strategy for Labour to adopt to tackle poverty in our country. 

Briefing Session - Impact of the two-child limit  
  
The End Child Poverty Coalition, which consists of more than 100 local and national 
organisations working directly with families experiencing poverty, has obtained data 
for the number of households and number of children impacted by the two-child limit 
to benefit payments across the UK. The Coalition held a drop-in session to share 
these statistics with MPs and Peers, and to discuss the impact of the policy further. 
  
Key findings from this data include: 
 

• Across the UK, 1.5 million children live in households that are subject to the 
two-child limit to benefit payments. That is 1 child out of every 10.  

• Every constituency is now home to families impacted by this policy. 
• There is a divide across England, with regions in the north seeing the highest 

proportion of families impacted by the policy. 
 

Hope instead of Handcuffs 

I attended the drop in session to discuss progress in Wales and Scotland to end the 

handcuffing of children, and what more needs to be done  

Hope instead of Handcuffs campaign was launched to draw urgent attention to the 

alarming restraint practices of children’s transportation providers operating across 

the UK. Many of these providers carry out cross-border journeys to transport care-

experienced children between care placements or to take them to school, court or 

hospital appointments.  

There is a lack of regulations or oversight governing the restraint practices of secure 

transport providers, which has allowed a worrying data gap to emerge. The 

campaign’s ultimate aim is to end the handcuffing of children during secure 

transportation. The Welsh Government has now taken a leading step towards this 

goal, and in Scotland, progress is also being made to improve the reporting 

requirements around restraint during secure transportation. We now need 

policymakers in Westminster to follow suit. 

 
Police Federation  
 
The Police Federation of England and Wales held a briefing session for London 
MP’s to explore local issues and to see how officers and MP’s can best work in 
partnership in the best interests of their local area 
Save the Children are delighted to invite you to the launch of our climate change and 

inequality essay collection which will take place in Parliament as international 

leaders gather in UAE for COP28.  

Britain-Palestine APPG  

The Britain – Palestine APPG organised a discussion about pressing legal concerns 

within the context of current UK policies with regards to occupied Palestinian territory 

as well as the occupied Golan Heights. 



The discussion explored various facets of this subject, including the recent proposed 

'anti-boycott' bill, the lack of territorial clarity in the UK-Israeli Roadmap 2030, and 

concerns regarding the ongoing free trade negotiations.  

Palestinian Delegation 

I joined a meet and greet meeting of a Palestinian delegation from Shu'Fat Refugee 

Camp in occupied East Jerusalem. The delegation was introduced by Dr Zomlot, 

Palestinian Ambassador to the UK. It gave MP’s the opportunity to ask them about 

their daily experiences living in Shu'Fat Camp and how its conditions impact their 

quality of life.  

 

Standing Together - Building Palestinian-Jewish partnerships in Israel 

Yachad is a British Jewish organisation that advocates for a political resolution to the 

Israel Palestine conflict. They organised a roundtable discussion for MP’s.  

Below is their Mission statement and position; 

We believe that at this moment in time it’s crucial to uplift and support Israel’s 

peace camp and those doing the work to build Arab-Jewish partnership and to 

pave the path for peace. Israelis and Palestinians are traumatised, and hope is 

fleeting. Please come and hear from those doing the work to build a movement 

for peace and to prove it’s possible for Israelis and Palestinians to work 

together for shared goals.The brief ceasefire between Israel and Hamas has 

ended, the bombing of Gaza continues, rockets are being fired into Israel, and 

no further hostages are being released currently. Our ideas are based on 

research, expert opinions, and polling. This is a complex protracted conflict 

which needs new approaches and thinking, both in the short and long-term. 

Crucially, it needs people across the political spectrum to be able to come 

together to discuss resolutions. 

Briefing on Foreign Affairs (Economic Activity of Public Bodies) Bill 

I attended the briefing on the Foreign Affairs (Economic Activity of Public Bodies) 

Bill, better known as the anti-boycott bill. The briefing outlined the potential damage 

Meeting with Professor 

Ghassan Abu Sitta 

It was a real privilege to 

meet Professor Ghassan 

Abu Sitta.  

MP’s listened to his 

harrowing account of his 

experience working as a 

surgeon in Gaza  

 



to free speech, civil society and human right activists and the right to protest in 

relation to not just Israel- Palestine but a wide variety of foreign affairs issues 

Churches Against Trafficking National Event in Parliament  

It is estimated that across the globe more than 50 million people are in slavery or 

victims of human trafficking. The majority are women and children, who suffer 

indescribable treatment and inhumane conditions. Churches Against Trafficking is an 

initiative to bring together churches across the UK to work and campaign for the 

most vulnerable in society who are being overlooked in the current debate. 

Over 100 church leaders came together to highlight the inhumanity of human 

trafficking, and to discuss what politicians, faith leaders, and all of us as individuals 

can do to prevent it. 

Migrants Rights Network – Words Matter Manifesto 

I attended the Migrants’ Rights Network’s Words Matter Manifesto launch. As MP’s 

we had the opportunity to hear from an expert panel how you can challenge divisive 

language and sign up to the Words Matter pledge. 

As we know, problematic rhetoric around migrants, including refugees, is increasing 

across the UK. This is having a detrimental impact on migrant and racialised 

communities, and their sense of belonging and shaping harmful immigration policies. 

Through the Words Matter campaign, the Migrants’ Rights Network is launched their 

Manifesto to call for more compassionate language around migration.  

The Old Oak Film Premier  

I attended the premier of Ken Loache’s new film, “the Old Oak” to support the film’s 

campaign for support for asylum seekers  

International Ukraine Recovery Conference in London 

Ukraine Recovery Conference – On 21-22 June 2023 – London, UK (urc-

international.com) 

With their partners, the Ukraine Solidarity Campaign organised a conference with the 

aim to include Ukrainian trade unions, democratic socialists, civil society 

organisations alongside UK organisations etc. 

There were several panels which can covered a range of aspects of reconstruction 

such as debt, housing, labour law, energy, environment, education and social 

protection.  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/deILCQn9wCkm9OLEFx4rw9?domain=urc-international.com/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/deILCQn9wCkm9OLEFx4rw9?domain=urc-international.com/


 
 
APPG Freedom of Religion and Belief  
 
I attended the parliamentary report launch on the persecution of Ahmadiyyas and 

other minorities in Pakistan 

The report follows the visit of UK MPs to Pakistan where they met government 

officials, faith leaders, NGOs and victims of persecution 

Labour for Irish Unity 

Here is a write up of the fantastic evening as part of the Arise Festival where we 

discussed 25 years after the Good Friday Agreement and the growing movement for 

Irish unity 25 years after the Good Friday Agreement, local election results show it’s 

time to prepare for Irish unity (labouroutlook.org) 

Progressive Economic Forum 
 
Here is the link to my speech at the Progressive Economic Forum 
Opportunities for Influencing Progressive Economic Change will Inevitably Arise 
When The Real World Intrudes – Labour Hub   
 

 
 

Human Rights Abuse of Tamils 

in Sri Lanka   

In Parliament, I joined fellow MP’s 

and many Tamil constituents 

campaigning to expose the 

continuing abuse of human rights 

in Sri Lanka and calling for 

actions by the UK government 

and the UN to secure justice for 

the Tamil community. 

 

https://labouroutlook.org/2023/06/07/25-years-after-the-good-friday-agreement-local-election-results-show-its-time-to-prepare-for-irish-unity/
https://labouroutlook.org/2023/06/07/25-years-after-the-good-friday-agreement-local-election-results-show-its-time-to-prepare-for-irish-unity/
https://labourhub.org.uk/2023/06/14/opportunities-for-influencing-progressive-economic-change-will-inevitably-arise-when-the-real-world-intrudes/
https://labourhub.org.uk/2023/06/14/opportunities-for-influencing-progressive-economic-change-will-inevitably-arise-when-the-real-world-intrudes/


Briefing from UNGRIPP Regarding Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP) 

On the 28th of September 2022, the Justice Select Committee published its findings 

from their inquiry into the IPP sentence. The Government has rejected the key 

recommendations, and more has to be done. The briefing gave an insight into the 

Justice Select Committee report, the IPP sentence, and the impact it is having on 

people serving it and their families. I am now proposing amendments to legislation to 

address this issue. 

Julian Assange 

I was proud to stand in Parliament Square with campaigners demanding the release 

of Julian Assange. The threat of the extradition of Julian is a threat to journalists 

everywhere that you are at risk if you expose and report the truth 

Local Lifelines: the importance of domestic abuse community-based services 

I attended the launch of Refuge’s policy report and to meet with experts and 

survivors of violence and abuse of women and girls.    

Community-based domestic abuse services provide lifesaving support to survivors 

and their children in their local area. The vast majority (80%) of the survivors Refuge 

supports access some kind of community-based service. Yet, all too often, survivors 

are unable to access the vital support they need due to inconsistent provision across 

the country and gaps in funding for specialist support. Refuge’s upcoming report 

‘Local Lifelines’ explores the impact of ongoing funding challenges within the  

specialist domestic abuse sector on the provision of community-based services and 

the solutions needed to ensure every woman and child can access specialist 

support.   

Trade Justice APPG  

I was invited to a discussion about the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 

for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and the scrutiny processes that will apply to it. 

Parliament has already been side-lined throughout the negotiations, and it is 

important that parliamentarians are equipped to scrutinise the details of that 

agreement during the ratification period. CPTPP has wide-reaching policy 

implications with regard to climate policy, health policy, workers’ rights and much 

else besides. I have raised this issue in Parliament on several occasions now. 

Renters’ Reform Coalition  

The Renters Reform Coalition organised a parliamentary drop-in session to meet 

with stakeholders to discuss the recently published Renters (Reform) Bill. hoping to 

influence the Renters (Reform) Bill so that it delivers more of what we believe is 

needed to truly deliver the improvements that renters’ have been promised. The 

Renters’ Reform Coalition is comprised of 20 member organisations supporting and 

representing private renters – including national charities, like Shelter and Citizens 

Advice, and think tanks, advice organisations, and tenant unions like ACORN.  



 

Junior Doctor’s Strike 

I was proud to join the junior doctor’s picket line at Hillingdon Hospital. They save our 

lives. They provide the care and treatment that we depend upon, so they deserve to 

be paid a decent wage. I will continue to support the cation needed to secure decent 

pay for our health workers. 

 
 



St Mungo’s Picket Line 

I was proud to join the picket line at St Mungo’s who are facing a real terms wage cut 

and are already on low pay. These professionals provide essential support to the 

homeless in London and deserve our support to secure a wage they can live on 

 https://t.co/MmNv2y3sEF" / Twitter 

Here is some information as to why members of the Unite Union at St Mungo’s are 

on strike. My interview on the Politics Show 

https://t.co/TQ01dGRwuk" / Twitter 

UCU 

I joined the UCU online meeting to explore a wide range of issues including how we 

can ensure progressive funding of education and the strengthening the role of trade 

unions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LBC Interview 

Here is the link to my interview on LBC regarding government support for mortgages 

LBC on Twitter: "'This is a matter of urgency...' After government support for 

mortgages was ruled out, former Shadow Chancellor @johnmcdonnellMP tells 

@AndrewMarr9 that the interest rates will drive some people into homelessness 'if 

we're not careful'. https://t.co/HfDfAJ1oLE" / Twitter 

Free School Meals Petition 

It was a privilege to join campaigners and unions to present a petition of 90,000 

signatures calling for free school meals. This is a cost effective way of ensuring our 

children do not grow hungry 

 

UCU (@ucu) tweeted We’re now hearing from 

@johnmcdonnellMP about the need for an ambitious vision for 

post-16 education with: 

    Major funding reforms to widen access 

    effective industrial strategy 

    better pay for staff  

    democratisation of the sector 

“Education is freedom” 

 

https://t.co/MmNv2y3sEF%22%20/%20Twitter
https://t.co/TQ01dGRwuk%22%20/%20Twitter
https://twitter.com/LBC/status/1671207637646553109?t=rR7yMNLyQOGjfdwKTuFB4Q&s=03
https://twitter.com/LBC/status/1671207637646553109?t=rR7yMNLyQOGjfdwKTuFB4Q&s=03
https://twitter.com/LBC/status/1671207637646553109?t=rR7yMNLyQOGjfdwKTuFB4Q&s=03
https://twitter.com/LBC/status/1671207637646553109?t=rR7yMNLyQOGjfdwKTuFB4Q&s=03


 

50th anniversary of the Freedom Pass 

I attended and spoke at the anniversary celebration of the Freedom Pass which was 

launched in 1973 by the Greater London Council and was improved by me as the 

Chair of Finance at the GLC in the 1980s.  

Older People Struggling with Loneliness 

Age UK research found that there are almost one million (970,000) older people in 

the UK who often feel lonely. There are many factors that can contribute to this 

feeling of isolation among older people, such as health problems, a lack of social 

contact, or reduced mobility. For example, around one-in-seven (14%) older people 

with no access to a car and with a poor standard of public transport report feeling 

lonely. 

Age UK have written this helpful guide that you can share, which includes advice on: 

• How to deal with loneliness 
• The causes of loneliness 
• Finding someone to speak to  
• How older people can make new connections  

Additionally, they have created this useful article with advice for caring for someone 

who’s feeling lonely. This includes information on why people might be feeling lonely, 

and what the signs of loneliness are.  

Alongside their guides, Age UK provides several services to help older people who 

are feeling lonely. These include: 

• Friendship services 
•  Lunch clubs 
•  Walking Football 
• Travelling Companions pilot programme 
• IT Training 

Older people and their loved ones can also get advice on combatting loneliness by 

calling our advice line on 0800 678 1602. 

Disabled People Against the Cuts  

I hosted a meeting bringing together a wide range of groups representing people 

with disabilities to discuss the segregation people experience and often the abuse in 

various institutions. This is an issue I am campaigning on with the coalition of these 

organisations, including DPAC. 

Ban Live Exports from UK 

Compassion in World Farming and other animal protection NGOs held a session to 

raise awareness of the need to pass legislation that will ban live exports from Great 

Britain, for slaughter or fattening, as well as covering other provisions that were in 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/qMzzC9105CkVkwy5iotTrP?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bq0PC0YG6tG0GAORiDVOea?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/gBulCgZmgtA5AzXLC2CWru?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/pMR2CjZpltn1nxL7i7ab6A?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/WDeRCk8qmCO3OJVMCJ2T8D?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/b4dUClxrnC2q2YJBiYXSz5?domain=ageuk.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/0QfJCmOvosjLjQwmCN8I6-?domain=ageuk.org.uk


the Kept Animals Bill.  

The Kept Animals Bill, which was withdrawn in May 2023, would have delivered 

several benefits to animal welfare. They are looking for support for legislating on 

these important issues, including calls on the Government to deliver and pass a Bill – 

in Government time – to ban live exports as whilst there are currently no live exports 

going from Great Britain for slaughter or fattening, this cruel trade could resume at 

any time if a legal ban is not introduced. I have supported this campaign for many 

years and legislation is now coming before Parliament. 

Unlocking Hope in Cancer Care  

The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Minimally Invasive Cancer Therapies (MICT) 

held an event to provide the opportunity to hear from constituents and patients on 

the challenges they face when trying to access cancer care. The event explored the 

innovative solutions which can: 

• Offer less invasive treatments 

• Enable a quicker recovery 

• Reduce pain 

• Shorten hospital stay and treatment 

• Reduce the backlog by allowing hospitals to treat more patients, more quickly 

• Reduce costs to the NHS 

• Save lives 
 

Podiatry Workforce and Patient Care 
Here is the link to the debate about Podiatry workforce and patient care 

Parliamentlive.tv - Westminster Hall 

The Brain Charity 

I attended the Brain Charity’s report launch - It’s all in your head, shining a light on 

the experiences of people with neurological conditions.  

Royal College of Speech and Language 

The Royal College of Speech and Language held a briefing session to raise 

awareness of a rare speech difficulty, childhood apraxia of speech (also known as 

verbal dyspraxia). The session helped to raise awareness of speech, language and 

communication needs more widely, and the importance of ensuring that children and 

young people with such needs receive the support they require, including speech 

and language therapy, to achieve their potential at school and in life.  

Let Every Autistic Child Learn Parliamentary Reception.  

The National Autistic Society held a reception to highlight their new report on how 

schools are failing autistic pupils. I am supporting policy demands on this issue. 

Their new report highlights how three in four (74%) parents or carers of autistic 

children said their child’s school place does not meet their needs, only 26% of 

autistic pupils feel happy at school and more than one in four parents (26%) waited 

over three years to receive support for their child.   

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/d5b26a2d-f2ac-4478-9e1c-e6396c0487cc
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/fzGECXL8EiX00jRnS64ApR?domain=autism.org.uk


Despite 180,000 autistic pupils being educated in mainstream schools, only 39% of 

teachers in mainstream schools have received more than half a day’s autism 

training, and this falls to just 14% for secondary school teachers.   

Behaviour and Mental Health in Schools 

The Children and Young People's Mental Health Coalition held the Parliamentary 

launch of their 'behaviour and mental health in schools' report. You can read their 

report via the link above 

New Thinking in Higher Education -SEA 

I am hosting and chairing a series of seminars on what support and reforms are 

needed for our education system including schools, FE colleges and Higher 

Education. This brings together teachers, lecturers and students to map out potential 

policy changes under Labour.  

Socialist Education Association 

The group’s aims are to raise the profile of education as an issue in the run up to the 
general election. This means exposing the nature of the crisis in the service to the 
Labour Front Bench and the party, as well as the community more widely, and 
campaigning for Labour to adopt a more radical agenda to tackle it. They have now 
launched their manifesto that you can view here  https://t.co/6umNI0fXpO 
 

APPG on Frozen British Pensions  

I have supported the APPG on Frozen Pensions campaign.   

The campaign’s new report ‘UK-Canada: an Unequal Partnership’ explores the stark 

contrast in engagement on the frozen pensions policy between the two countries: 

since 2013, Canada has approached the UK four times, most recently in 2022, to 

negotiate an end to this issue; and in May this year, 44 Canadian parliamentarians 

from across the political divide signed a pledge calling on the Government to find a 

resolution to the policy. Meanwhile, the UK continually refuses to engage on this 

issue and has ignored all four Canadian requests to negotiate. 

British pensioners in Canada – numbering 127,000 - are amongst around half a 

million pensioners worldwide who continue to be deprived of annual increases to the 

state pension that ensure it stays in line with the triple lock arrangement. Whilst 

British pensioners in the neighbouring United States will benefit from the yearly uplift, 

those in Canada, as well as other countries such as India and Australia, will see their 

pension decrease in real value year on year. Compared to the current state pension 

now standing at £156.20 per week, over half of all ‘frozen’ pensioners receive just 

£65 per week or less. Some receive as little as £20 per week.  

Andy Verity’s Book Launch  

I attended the book launch of BBC financial correspondent Andy Verity’s new book 

RIGGED – a shocking true story of interest rate rigging.  

Andy’s investigations expose a cover-up at the highest level on both sides of the 

Atlantic. He reveals how instructions to rig Libor came from directors, central banks 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/emJECyoLEurEzwvxHZqoeW?domain=cypmhc.org.uk/
https://t.co/6umNI0fXpO
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Andy-Verity/Rigged--The-Incredible-True-Story-of-the-Whistleblowers-J/28465286


and governments, and how, once the scandal exploded, prosecutors allowed banks 

to conceal evidence pointing to the top. Instead, they accused 37 traders of another 

kind of interest rate ‘rigging’ that no-one had seen as a crime.  

In nine trials from 2015 to 2019, nineteen are convicted and 

sentenced. RIGGED shows why all the defendants are innocent, and how any real 

culprits go unpunished. 

BBC Local Radio Changes  

I attended a drop in briefing regarding the changes being made to BBC Local Radio 

services across the country. I heard from those who will be impacted such as the 

blind and partially sighted to the journalists losing their jobs. 

Parliamentary Debates – Spoken Contributions 
 
Now that I am no longer Shadow Chancellor, I have the freedom to be able to speak 
on any subject and I usually intervene on issues that my constituents have raised 
with me. My role is to be the voice of the local community in Parliament. 
 
In the Main Chamber 
 
8th June – National Carers Week 
 
12th June – Public Order 
 
13th June – Procurement Bill 
 
21st June - Strikes (Minimum Service) Bill 
 
22nd June – Local Radio: BBC Proposals 
 
29th June – Business of the House 
 
3rd July – Economic Activity Public Bodies (Overseas Matters) Bill 
 
4th July – Violence in the West Bank 
 
4th July – His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service 
 
5th July – Adult and Further Education 
 
11th July – Illegal Migration Bill 
 
13th July – Heathrow Airport Expansion: Funding 
 
17th July – Strikes (Minimum Service Levels) Bill 
 
17th July – Illegal Migration Bill 
 
5th September – Illegal Migration Bill 
 
11th September – Security Update 
 



14th September – Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership 
 
19th September – Ann Clwyd 
 
16th October – Prison Capacity 
 
18th October – Gaza: Al-Ahli Arab Hospital Explosion 
 
23rd October – Israel and Gaza 
 
23rd October – Renters (Reform) Bill 
 
24th October – War in Ukraine 
 
24th October – Illegal Migration  
 
25th October – Economic Activity Public Bodies (Overseas Matters) Bill 
 
8th November – Breaking Down Barriers to Opportunity 
 
8th November – Pakistan: Evacuation of Afghans 
 
8th November – Occupied Palestinian Territories – Humanitarian Situation 
 
23rd November – Autumn Statement Resolutions 
 
30th November – CPTPP: Ratification 
 
4th December – Victims and Prisoner Bill 
 
5th December – Middle East: UK Military Deployments 
 
7th December – Tackling Islamophobia 
 
7th December – BBC Funding 
 
 
Westminster Hall 
 
14th June – Insolvency Law and Director Disqualifications 
 
20th June – Podiatry Workforce and Patient Care 
 
22nd June – Mariana Dam Disaster 
 
6th September – Ahmadi Muslims: Pakistan 
 
5th December – Sri Lankan Tamils and Human Rights 
 
12th December – Arms Export Licence: Israel 
 
 
Committee  
 
I am a member of the Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee 



 
 
Here is the link to read all of my contributions in Parliament 

https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/contributions  
 

Using other Parliamentary Devices to Get Constituents’ Voices Heard 

There are a range of other devices to ensure local constituents’ voices get heard.  

This includes Early Day Motions, which are like petitions from MPs to the 
government, parliamentary questions and of course votes. 

If you follow the links you can view the EDM’s I have signed, the written questions I 
have raised, how I have voted and my spoken contributions 

EDM’s https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/earlydaymotions    

Written questions  
https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/writtenquestions  
 
To see how I have voted 
 https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/voting  
 
All Party Groups 
 
On a number of issues, I will work across the political parties to promote the policies 
that will benefit my constituents and t respond to issues they have raised with me. 
This work is often done through all Party Groups. 
 
I also work closely with a number of trade unions that represent my constituents and 
so I am a member of several trade union groups in Parliament. 
 

 APPG Environment and APPG Woods & Trees 

 APPG Osteoporosis and Bone Health  

 APPG SEND 

 APPG for Parental Participation in Education 

 APPG for Gypsies, Travellers and Roma - Friends, Families and Travellers 

 APPG New Immigration Centre for Women 

 APPG No Recourse to Public Funds 

 APPG for Tamils 

 APPG for India 

 APPG on British Sikhs 

 APPG for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 

 APPG Working at Height 

 APPG Heathrow 

 APPG Future of Aviation 

 APPG for Renters and Rental Reform 
 APPG for Leaseholders and Commonhold Reform 
 APPG on Land Value Capture 
 Gaps in Support APPG 

 
 Universal Basic Income APPG 
 Performers Alliance APPG 
 Land Value Capture APPG 

https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/contributions
https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/earlydaymotions
https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/writtenquestions
https://members.parliament.uk/member/178/voting
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/QV1dCQn9wCqZNvDHrf7YU?domain=gypsy-traveller.org/


 Carers APPG 
 Speech and Language APPG 

 
 
Joint Letters 

 
Another method I use to get our constituents’ voices heard is a joint letter. 
 
I work closely with other MP’s to raise issues collectively. Part of this is jointly signing 
letters and statements of support with Parliamentary colleagues. This is in addition to 
the letters that I have written to Ministers and other agencies on behalf of 
constituents through lobbies and casework.  
 
Here is the link to my website where you can view past newsletters, joint letters, 
videos and news  
https://www.john-mcdonnell.net/ or follow me on twitter @johnmcdonnellMP  
 
 
 

 

 
Whilst it is wholly unacceptable that foodbanks are needed in 2023, until there is 
long term change, people will still have the need for this support.  
 
I extend my deepest gratitude to the staff and volunteers who run all the foodbanks 
in our community and to those who assist with their donations 
 
Below are the details of the foodbanks in our area, should you wish to donate or if 
you are in need of support 
 
 
St Anselms Church 
 
Open: Wednesday 12pm – 2pm 
Station Road / St Anselms Road 
Hayes 
 
 
Bell Farm Christian Centre 
 
Open: Tuesday 10am – 1pm and Thursday 10am – 1pm / 2pm – 4.30pm 
01895 444406  
Bell Farm Christian Centre 
South Road 
West Drayton UB7 9LW 
 
 
West Drayton Com Café 
 
Open: Wednesday and Thursday 1pm – 3pm 
01895 252 224 
Com Café 
62 Byron Way 

St Edmunds Church 
 
Open: Saturday 10am – 12pm 
Edmunds Close (off Yeading Lane) 
Hayes 
UB4 0HA 
 

https://www.john-mcdonnell.net/


West Drayton UB7 9JD 
 
 
Yiewsley and West Drayton Foodbank 
Open: Monday 2pm – 4pm and Friday 12pm – 2pm 
St Matthew’s Church Centre 
High Street  
Yiewsley UB7 7QH 


